The 7 Steps
1) What do I know?

Restate ALL the information in the question.

2) What am I trying to find out?

What will I put in the answer box?

3) What’s the plan?

How am I going to try and figure it out?

You may revise or throw this out on the way but start with a plan.
4) Work it out.

Show me ALL the work.
It may not be neat or pretty. 

Try not to erase your mistakes - so you can learn from them.  

Leave me a roadmap please.

5) Answer

Only one. 

In a box.

6) Check it.

Work backwards.
Try it a different way.

Redo the math.

Do not just tell me that you checked it…actually redo the work!

7) Think about it.

Do not simply answer all of these with a quick answer. 

Pick one or a few and give me a thoughtful answer.

Make connections to the real world.

Make connections to other math.

Make connections to other subjects.

Really show that there’s thinking going on in your head.

Did I make any mistakes I want to avoid next time?

Did anything make me go, “Wow”?

Could I find a different answer?

Is there an easier way or better way?

Did my plan work?

Did this make me think of anything else?

